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David Luster urll;.;u AW here Lo [ind {‘\{lilhlll‘

One Mans Quarry

stone for his imited-edition tubs. By Tavlor \nlum

avid Luster can't keep his hands off his bathrubs, We're standing in Advent Design
Internatonals New Jersey warehouse, and Luster has just uncrated a beauty; an
enormous beige rraverting tub, four by six feet, 1,400 pounds of exotically striated
and smoothly honed stone.
Bong! “Listen toit,” says Luster, the company’s founder, thumping the inside of the bath
with his fist, producing a bell-like, resonant sound. He smacks it twice more—dong, bong!—
then runs the flat of his hand along its curved surface, Advent DPesizn makes tubs to order our
of travertive, marble, limestone, onys, and basalt, one ac a time, ata rate of about 25 a year, each
carvedd by hand From asingle quarried block. This bath originated as an 11-ton boulder cur
out of acliff in Carrara, [taly; one of Luster's Iaalian craftsmen spent nearly 300 hours chisel-

ing it into an elliptical shape and honing its surface smooth. Called the Ravenna, it’s one of

Luster'’s more |:'I'|':Il'l'l.l.h:l models and will e delivered woou pliru;t:lf home, still under construe-
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As d.nli]-i'til.]'.lﬂatc-l‘—
scale “home spas®
have replaced func-
tional masterbathsin
the world’s finest
Homes, a wide range
of exotically shaped
and oversize tubs
have appeared on the
market. For discrimi-
natingbathers, carved
stone, rather than the
rraditional melded
acrylic, scts the stan~
dard. “The ltalians
began all this with
marble tubs 1 OrgLnic
shapes, but the idea is
being perfected here
in this country,” says
MNew York interior
designer chﬁrE}'
Bradficld. “Bathtub
design is a highly cre-
ative ficld now. The
options and varictics
l}r":n T0 LS NG CXETA-
ordinary.” For de-
signer Glenn Gissler, who commissioned an
Advent Design tub for a grand weekend house
in MNew York's Westchester County, Luster’s tubs
offer “a level of elegance and luxury that isn't so
common. They're so minimal and gorgeous.
There are companies making big soaking tubs
and Jacuzzi spas, but this is for a client who
wints mmcthiug above and |:li:.3.-1mr.|. It's more
like sculpture,”

Founded six years ago, Advent Design is too
small a company and serves too narrow a niche
to maintain a showroom. So if clients want
lay eyes on one of Luster's pieces, they have to
come to-this no-frills warchouse. ™ The last per-
son who sat in this bath was a woman who flew
out from Wisconsin,” says Luster. “We picked
her up at the airport and drove her here. She's
tall, thin, 45 ycars old. She climbed into the
bath and Just said, “Wow. I want one.”” Nowon
der: To see such a prodigious scoop of stone is
to want to test its gentle curve against your own
back. Beng! Luster smacks the tub again. "Take
off your shoes,” he tells me. *Gerin.”

The price for an Advent Design tub starts
ar 822500 and gOCs up trom there, rlcp::r'.ding

on the size of the bath and a
client’s choice of stone. When |
visited the warchouse, Luster’s
craftsmen were carving a block
of white Calacarta Oro marble
to produce a $36,000 wb. His
latest model, the ]1ij_;|1—|:t|:h
Imperia (see "The Bathtub
Reconceived,” opposite), will
srart at $35,000.

Advent Design's lightest
tubs come inat 1,100 pounds,
JI.!'I:{I t]':.ﬂ:r' J!]Lirn!'r I.I.I':l Lo monre
than two tons. “It's not a big
deal,” Luster says of the weight.

. This is
[or a client
who wanls
something
above and
bevond.

[1s more like
sculplure”)

*This is whart 1 rell people on

the phone: You put ten people in a corner at a
party and cach of them weighs 150 p:.‘:h:.ﬂds, the
floor is not going to culhpsc-" And in face,
Luster has a spotless record when it comes to
baths falling through floors. Still, tub weight is
a facror: Luster once lost a sale to a Parisian
client whe lived in a historie 1‘Juifdii1_g and
couldn't get the nece ssary p—urmits to reinforce
the apartment’s structural integrity.

Luster’s 30 years of experience in the ficld
(prior to founding Advent Design, he worked
in his family's stone and ceramic tile business}
means a client has an IMPressive range of
options when it comes to materials—from
the pinkish red of Resa Portogallo Italian
marble to the sea blue of Azul Ciclo, from
A rgentin. Luster hasclimbed Andean moun-
tains to fAind g:m—d stone: he's sle pt in his dress
suitin unheated rooms in Mongolia and been
menaced by AK-47-toting security tcams in
Turkey. High-quality
onyx, Luster knows,
CAry EE ﬁ_'.lll.]'ld LT
Karachi, Pakistan, but
thatmay be adestina
tion too far. “1 don't
know if my wife will
et mic f__:u,“ he SAYH.
Advent does, how
cver, use Pakistani
stone provided by an
intermediary.

Stonc is a wonder
fully tactile substance,
and it radiates hot
water's heat against
the skin—bur 1t is
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aesthetically unpredictable. No one can say with cer-
tainty what the inside of a block will look like; hence
no two stone baths are alike. One client recenty asked
for & “pure white” marble mub. “ITmpossible,” said Luster.
To prove it, he traveled with the client to various
Italian stone yards with which he works to meet deal-
ers and carvers. (Luster speaks Italian fluently,) In the
end, the client chose a block of white Thassos marble
from Greece because there was minimal probability of
I;_'I;}l‘f]r Wlﬁi"lﬂ_ﬁﬂ H| I'IEI hT:l'i:,l_[’i['l-n, {.] 1i'||,',' l'l‘;t[ I'I. L = | |.I.|¢,.'|.|. |i|:| oasl=
ing $38,000.)

While no two baths look exactly the same, cach
piece is consistent in design. Luster has estublished

THE BATHTUB EECONCEIVED

*| wanted a departums from the traditional ok of a
stone bath,” says David Luster. And so he traveled to
ltany to brainstomm wih-Advent Design’s team of
craftsmarn. “YWe sat in a small apartment, mysail and
thres men around an empty table with espresso cof-
tees; scnbbling designs on plieces of paper,” herg-
counts: °ft took:iour months.” The esult, called the
Impera bath [right], 5 an 80-inch length of stona
earved inta-an undulating nbbon shape, sancwiched
betwean woslabs of four-inch glass. It has dscrest
drains in each well, 8ng therGesign atows wWaer 1D
spdl over tha curve at the foot intoa draining basin of
stonas: The bath hghts up, filks, and emplies &t tha
touch of a batton. The Impena exists in desige only:
ey will- &l be built to order. Prices stant ab 835,000,
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standards among his carvers, ensuring, for
mnstance, that the undersides of his baths are
perfectly flar and their bases graded for
flawless draining. The Ravenna model has a
28-degree slope, precisely chosen to accom-
modare the human form. (Shoes off, loung-
ing comfortably in the Ravenna, I can vouch
for this specific detail. )

“It took two years to design this peece,”
Luster says of the Ravenna.*] went through
five barhs ro getit right. At 250 to 300 hours
of labor, that's an enormous amount of
human sacrifice.”

But Luster thrives on challenge, and he
takes particular pleasure in the custom request.
Recently, for example, a South Carolina
client ssked him for a big bath: ™ My wife is
petite—but our combined weight is 460
pounds,” he told me.” Luster made him a
modified Ravenna, raised two inches on ei-
ther side. “And he loves his bath." Then there
wits A demanding Wall Streer client who requested a
massive circular bath of caramel-yellow travertine for
his new Hudson River home. The tub is 75 inches in di-
ameter, big enough to hold three adults, Luster partially
uncrates it for me in the warchouse—and FIves it a
thump, producing a deeper sound: Bong!

“He came our here in a private car with his driver,
and I held my breath when 1 showsd it to him,” says
Luster, who noted that the client still owed him 50
percent of the tortal. “He took one ||:-t1i:-'["rTugniﬁ.,;;:nr.'
he said, T love it."m
Advent Design International, 201-444-0426,
www.advenistone.com




